WEST NORRITON

MONTGOMERY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-744
AN ORDINANCE OF WEST NORRITON TOWNSHIP, MONTGOMERY COUNTY PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF WEST NORRITON TOWNSHIP, CHAPTER 27, PART 17, BY ADDING SECTION 27-1709 ENTITLED EXPIRATION OF CONDITIONAL USES, SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS, AND VARIANCES; REPEALING ALL INCONSISTENT ORDINANCES OR PARTS THEREOF; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE
WHEREAS, the Zoning Code of West Norriton Township currently does not set expiration dates for grants of zoning relief; and

WHEREAS, without an expiration date, grants of conditional use, special exceptions or variances could be valid for many years and become problematic for future Boards of Commissioners and Zoning Hearing Boards; and 
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of West Norriton Township desires to revise the Township Zoning Ordinance by amending Section 27, Part 17 “Administration,” to specify the time period grants of zoning relief are valid; and

WHEREAS, the Township Planning Commission, pursuant to the applicable provisions of the Zoning Ordinance and the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code, has reviewed this proposed amendment and issued a recommendation to the Board of Commissioners regarding the same. 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it, and it is hereby ORDAINED by the West Norriton Township Board of Commissioners, and it is hereby ENACTED and ORDAINED by authority of same as follows:

SECTION 1: Chapter 27, entitled “Zoning” of the Code of Ordinances of West Norriton Township, Part 17 entitled “Administration” is hereby amended to add Section 27-1709, “Expiration of Conditional Uses, Special Exceptions and Variances” as follows: 
§ 27-1709 Expiration of Conditional Uses, Special Exceptions and Variances.
A conditional use, special exception, or variance shall expire if the applicant fails to obtain a Use Permit within twelve months of the date of the granting of the conditional use, special exception, or variance; provided, however, that:

1. If the subject matter of the use ultimately constitutes either a subdivision or land
development:

a. the conditional use, special exception, or variance shall expire if the applicant fails to file the required subdivision or land development plan within twelve months of the granting of the conditional use, special exception, or variance; provided; however, that:

b. the applicant shall have twelve months after the final plans of the subdivision or land development are approved and recorded to obtain a Use Permit.

2.  The governing body may grant one extension of time if the landowner or his agent requests such an extension, and if good cause for the extension is shown; provided, however, that the extension shall be for no more than one year.
SECTION 2:
 SEVERABILITY.

The terms, conditions and provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable, and, should any portion, part or provision of this Ordinance be found by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, unenforceable or unconstitutional, West Norriton Township Board of Commissioners hereby declares its intent that the Ordinance shall have been enacted without regard to the invalid, unenforceable, or unconstitutional portion, part or provision of this Ordinance.  

SECTION 3:
 REPEALER.  

Any and all other Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict with the terms, conditions and provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such irreconcilable conflict.  

SECTION 4:
EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Ordinance and the amendment contained herein shall be effective five (5) days after enactment.  

ORDAINED AND ENACTED, by the Board of Commissioners of West Norriton Township, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, this 13th day of October, 2020
WEST NORRITON TOWNSHIP 
ATTEST: 




BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS:

________________________________ 
By:_________________________________ 

Jason Bobst, Township Manager 

Martin Miller, President
